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■ ■ < ; l r '; r'' ', .... , ; : 
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6) [3 Claim(s) 9z16 is/are rejected/ 

7) D Claim(s) ; is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
J Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for -continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4} including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timfety paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 

. - : \rJ- ; • i:- •■ ; 

37 CFR 1 ; 1 fox Applicant's submission filed on 5/07/07 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quptation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. , 

3. Claims 9-16 are,rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 

J * 

failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 

'.'•,•». 

the invention.^, 

The claims recite when at least one of the bar code and the RF identification does not 
receive activating a badlread and when at least of the two is received activating good read. What 
happen when one the identification ; (bar code and RF) does not received and the other is 
received? These: two limitations as written cannot be coexisted in the same claim. 

. . 4 : T • • ; • • 

i. • . t • 

' J > ' V Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102\ 

4. the following iS> quotation of the appropriate paragraphs; of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under, this section made in this Office action: 

A persp^shall be entitled te a patent unless - 

t j ' ' ' . . 

the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 3 foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in tHf$. country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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5. Claims 9-13 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Reynolds et al. (US 6,2$6,762;' hereinafter "Reynolds"). 

Re clairri 9: Reynolds teaches a method of notifying an operator of a result of attempting 

• \» ' * * • * 

to read a number of prdduct labels (12, 12a ? 12b, 24a, 24b in fig. 1) on an item (14) comprising 

;'\ "V ; ' ii ' • : ' ' ' « 

the steps of: ■' 

a) attempting to read a barcode label (24a, 24b; col. 17, lines 25-28) and a radio 
frequency idenWificatiori label (12A, 12B; col. 3, lines 45-55) by a checkout device (10); 

b) if ft6;item identification information is received from both the barcode label and the 
radio frequency identification label by the checkout device in response to the attempting step, 
activating a.b^diread indicator to produce a single bad read indication by the checkout device 
(red LEDS .84; 186 foi? unsuccessful or incomplete reading operation, such as red LED 84 

'\ i;vi . :: .»!■ . ; 

indicates a single-bad reading of RFID tag and red LED 86 indicates a single bad reading of 
machine readable code, such as bar codes, stacked codes, etc., see col. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 
41+; and figure That ^ reft LEDs (84 and 86) are activated/illuminated if both the RFID tag 
and the barcode label are unsuccessfully read); and j 

c) if item 'identification information is received from both the barcode label and the radio 
frequency identification label by the checkout device in response to the attempting step, 
activating a good read indicator to produce a single good read indication by the checkout device 
(green LED^ 76^ 78 for successful reading operation, such as green LED 76 indicates a single 
good reading of ;RFID tag and green ,LED 78 indicates a single good reading of machine read 
code, see col. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 41+; and figure 3. That is, green LEDs (76 and 78) are 
activated/illuiAiiated if jboth the RFID tag and the barcode label are successfully read.). 
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Re claiip 10:iReyiiol4s leaches the step of activating a bad read light indicator to produce a 
single bad read indication (i.e., illuminating red LED 84, 86 in response to a unsuccessful or 
incomplete read; operation of the RFID tag 12a, 12b and/or bar code 24a, 24b; see col. 6, lines 
65+; col. 7, lines, 58+; and figures 2-3). 4 

r } ;Re claims 1 1 and 13: the checkout device lOifurther includes an audio indicator 

64 for audibly indicating bad read operation (see col. 13, lines 43+; and figure 2). 

* - t • ■ ■ * ■ 

Re claim, 12: Jl^ynoMs teaches the step of activating a good read light indicator to 
produce.a smgteligood read indication (i.e., illuminating green LED 76, 78 in response to a 
successful read of :the RFID tag 12a,12: or bar code 24a, 24b) (see col.6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 
55+; and figures 2-3.) 

Re ^ clalrns 15* lft Reynolds teaches a system for notifying an operator of a result of 
attempting to read ^ number of product labels on an item comprising: a barcode reader (32); a 
radio frequency identification label reader (30); a good read indicator (green LEDs 76, 78 for 
successful reading operation, such as green LED 76 indicates a single good reading of RFID tag 
and green L^ 78 indicates a; single good reading of machine read code, see col. 6, lines 65+; 
col. 7,:Hnes ^t^^ahdi'figure 3); a bad read indicator (red LEDS 84 86 for unsuccessful or 
incomplete reading operation, such as red LED 84 indicates a single bad reading of RFID tag and 
red LED 86 indicates a single bad reading; of machine readable code, such as bar codes, stacked 
codes, 6te,,,sefecbl. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 41+; and figure 3); and control circuitry for 
notifying ^operator of a result of attempting to read a barcode label and a radio frequency 

. . 1 • • • '* -.::<■«' ii . . . • 1 ! 

identification label on an item with the barcode reader and the radio frequency identification 
label reader (i.e., flashing yellow LEDs, such as LED 80 for RFID tag and flashing yellow LED 
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• * i ' I " ' ' 1 ' 

• 1 >"*»■! *< ■' ' 

82 for bar cojie. See qoL\7, lines 41+.and figure 2), wherein the cojntrol circuitry activates a bad 

' 7 >: . '}.* ' .;. i • . 

read indicator to; produce a single bad read, indication if the control circuitry fails to receive item 
identification information from both the barcode label and the radio frequency identification 
label (see co\! 6," lihe6 65+; CpL 7, lines 55+; and figures 2-3.), and wherein the control circuitry 



activates 1 a'g&odlreid'iriBicatbr to produce a single good read indication if the control circuitry 
receives items identification inforination from both the barcode label and the radio frequency 
identification label (see col. 6, lines 65+; col; 7, lines 55+; and figures 2-3.). 
; ^ • Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

6. ; The fpllo^hg i| a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fohns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections Tset forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent maymot be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, ifthe differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such trjat trie subject-matter^ as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having 1 ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

• V") if ' ' ' :l ' i 

7. ; Claim J 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Reynolds in view 
of Minasy et al. '(US 5,121,103; hereinafter "Minasy"). The teachings of Reynolds have 
discussed abo^ei. . * \ ./'!.' 

. ; F^ynbljls teacjhe^s a method of notifying an operator of a result of attempting to read a 
number of product labels (12; 12a, 12b, 24a, 24b in fig. 1) on an item (14) comprising the steps 

of-" : ,•: 7 : . ; . 

b) attempting- to *read; a barcode label (24a, 24b; col. 17, lines 25-28) and a radio 
frequency identification label (12A, 12B; col. 3, lines 45-55) by ajcheckout device (10); 

, c) if no item iddhtificatiori information is received from both the barcode label and the 
radio frequency identification label, by the checkout device in response to the attempting step, 
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activating a Bad read .indicator to produce a single bad read indication by the checkout device 
(red LEDS 84* 86 for unsuccessful or incomplete reading operation, such as red LED 84 
indicates a single bad reading of RFID tag and red LED 86 indicates a single bad reading of 
machine readable code,;such as bar codes, stacked codes, etc., see col. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 
41+; and figure 3); ; and : ' i 1 i 

d) if |tem identification information is received from both the barcode label and the radio 
frequency identification label by the checkout device in response to the attempting step, 
activating a gqod read indicator to produce a single good read indication by the checkout device 
(green LEDs 76^78 for successful reading operation, such as green LED 76 indicates a single 
good reading 6f £FID tfg and green LED 78 indicates a single gojod reading of machine read 
code, see col. 6, lines 65+; col. 7, lines 41+; and figure 3). 

~ .Reynojd?; fails to^teaph br fairly suggest the step of receiving an indication that the item 

has passed over by a checkout device. 

: ■'••;■*£?■■•!!■ r.'j' V ! 
Mmasy teaches ; a checkout device 14, 16 having an antenna 34 mounted in or adjacent to 

the counter 20 of the cash register 24 to alert the clerk when the system has detected the passage 

of checkout item (see c$. 5, lines 60+; and figure 1). 

... : -i : ' lJ s! 1 ';*!•''• 

; ;, ; ^ would.have'been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

• . ' " ... .• . 

invention \yasifnade, to incorporate the checkout device having an -antenna -that detects the 
passage of checkout item in the checkout device of Reynolds in order to ensure the reading 
operation of ajj product litems that passed over the checkout device. 

i . . • ,. '.J 1 

, • • • v ;:•.;.! . ; 

■ • ')'.': : • 
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